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Honoring 2019 Community Involvement
and Wall of Fame Recipients
A family physician, the volunteer department at
Hospice and a PTA president are the recipients
of the 2019 Cheektowaga Central School District
Community Involvement and Wall of Fame
awards.
This award program recognizes significant
contributions of time and talent to benefit the
Cheektowaga Central School District and the
community at large. The awards are presented by
the Cheektowaga Board of Education.

Dr. Peter F. Kowalski,
a 1978 graduate, is the
recipient of the 2019
Wall of Fame Award. A
physician specializing
in family medicine, he
received his bachelor’s
degree from Canisius
College and his medical
degree from Georgetown Renee Wilson, Board
University School of
President, and 2019
Wall of Fame Recipient,
Medicine. As a Clinical
Assistant Professor in the Dr. Peter F. Kowalski
Department of Family Medicine at the Jacobs
School of Medicine and Biomedical Sciences at
the University of Buffalo, he has taught medical
students for more than 30 years. He directs
the department’s Grand Rounds program. He
practices at UBMD Family Medicine of Amherst.

January
Graduates

Graduation ceremonies were held in
January for the following Cheektowaga
Central High School students; Tyler
Rogala, Mackenzie Musilli, Amya Miller,
Tiembra Elder, Angelo Claudio and
Rashid Dill. Congratulations on your
achievement.

He has not strayed far from his Cheektowaga
hometown roots. Since 1991, he has been the
Cheektowaga Central School District physician.
An avid volunteer, he participates each year in
a week-long medical mission trip to Mexico
where he sees close to 1,000 patients with
the help of the Sisters of St. Francis. He also
volunteers evenings throughout the year at the
Lighthouse Free Medical Clinic, run by UB
medical students. Dr. Kowalski is the recipient
of numerous teaching and healthcare awards,
including the Family Medical Preceptor Teaching
Award (2014); Louis A. & Ruth Siegel Award for
Excellence in Teaching (2014); Business First
Healthcare Top 50 Physicians (2010); Family
Practice Educator of the Year (2006); Family
Medicine Inpatient Teaching Award (2002); and
Hispanics United of Buffalo Healthcare to the
Hispanic Community (1999).
Lisa Nestico, volunteer coordinator at the Center
for Hospice and Palliative
Care, accepted the
Community Involvement
Award in the Business/
Agency/Organization
category on behalf of the
volunteer department
at Hospice. She is the
Hospice point of contact
for the volunteer efforts
Lisa Nestico, 2019
of Cheektowaga Central
Community
High School students
Involvement Recipient
and Heather DuBard,
in the Students Against
Board VP.
Destructive Decisions
(SADD) club. Students in the SADD club have
regularly volunteered at Hospice to decorate
the Hospice Christmas tree for a community
lighting ceremony, dress as superheroes for a
Halloween party, wear a chicken costume for
a fundraiser and prepare and sell the Hospice
flower bouquets. Mrs. Nestico shares with the
students how impactful their volunteer efforts are
and helps them to understand the importance of

community involvement. She plays an active role
in teaching real life compassion to the students
and has shown a commitment to partnering with
the Cheektowaga Central School District.
Staci Sass, the 2019 recipient of the Community
Involvement Award in
the Volunteer category, is
generous with her ideas
and her time, all to the
benefit of our youngest
students. She has served as
the Union East Elementary
School PTA president
helping to increase
membership, participation Staci Sass, 2019
and school support. This
Community
year, she accepted the
Involvement Recipient,
responsibility of running and Heather DuBard,
Board VP.
the school store for all
students during lunch. Elementary students use
their Warrior Way tickets to purchase items. Mrs.
Sass organizes the items, rotates what is available
each week to increase interest and mans the
table two days a week to allow students to shop.
In addition, she serves on the Project Positive
committee and is a welcome voice with ideas and
resources that benefit all students.
The Wall of Fame award recognized the
outstanding achievement and contributions of a
Cheektowaga Central student who has graduated
at least 10 years ago and has achieved great
distinction in academia, public service, business,
athletics, or visual and performing arts.
The Community Involvement award comprises
seven categories where an individual or group
has volunteered, worked or served in a capacity
to positively impact Cheektowaga Central and
its students. The categories include School/
District Committees, Sports/Athletics, The
Arts, Volunteer, Business/Agency/Organization,
Foundations of Cheektowaga, and Student as a
Community Contributor.

How the Census
Count Affects
Cheektowaga CSD

The Census 2020 is coming this spring. A
complete and accurate count is critical for
you, our community and for Cheektowaga
Central School District. Over the next decade,
lawmakers, business owners, and many others
will use 2020 Census data to make critical
decisions. The results will show where
communities need new schools, new clinics,
new roads, and more services for families,
older adults, and children.

It’s Especially Important to Count Young
Children!
• Count children in the home where they live
and sleep most of the time, even if their
parents don’t live there.
• If a child’s time is divided between more
than one home, count them where they stay
most often. If their time is evenly divided,
or you don’t know where they stay most
often, count them where they are staying
on Census Day—April 1, 2020.
• If a child’s family (or guardian) is moving
during March or April 2020, count them at
the address where they are living on April
1, 2020.
• Count children in your home if they don’t
have a permanent place to live and are
staying in your home on April 1, 2020,
even if they are only staying with you
temporarily.
• Count newborn babies at the home where
they will live and sleep most of the time,
even if they are still in the hospital on
April 1, 2020.
Everyone living in the 50 states, District of
Columbia, and five U.S. territories is required
by law to be counted in the 2020 Census. By
April 1, 2020, every home will receive an
invitation to participate in the 2020 Census.
You will have three options for responding:
online, by phone or by mail.
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The Cheektowaga Central School District has been awarded a $2.7 million
Superintendent
Pathways in Technology Early College High School (P-TECH) grant from New
Mary Morris
York State. This collaborative grant will serve students from Cheektowaga
Central, Maryvale, Cleveland Hill, Cheektowaga Sloan and Depew. The P-TECH program was
developed to bring together K-12 education, higher education and employers to offer an integrated
six-year program. Cheektowaga Central applied for the grant and is the lead agent with the assistance
and coordination from Erie 1 BOCES.
This truly is a unique opportunity for our students. They can attend Cheektowaga Central,
participating in all the social aspects that high school provides, while pursuing an Associate degree
and developing close relationships with potential employers in the field of either construction trades
or automotive.

Every year for the next six years several eighth-grade students at each school will be selected for the
program. Through it they will complete a high school Regents diploma, earn an industry–recognized
and cost – free Associate degree through SUNY Erie (formerly Erie Community College); and
participate in internships as well as mentor opportunities from our building and construction trades
partners.
P-TECH is an exciting opportunity for our students. Since we have received the P-TECH BUILD
grant, our students are now eligible for P-TECH RACE, the program founded
OTTER
in the Hamburg-Frontier-Lackawanna schools that provides students with
P
work experience in the automotive fields and Associate degrees in automotive
technology or collision repair/auto body.
Benefits to students include rigorous, relevant cross-curricular content around
the building and construction trades with work-based learning opportunities and
a free Associate Applied Science degree. Through P-TECH, our students will be
prepared for a career in a high demand field that pays good wages with assistance
from industry mentors.

In grades 9 and 10, students will attend the Potter Career and Technical Center for
part of their day and still attend their home school for some of their core subjects.
By grades 11 and 12 students will also attend SUNY Erie for their college course
work and their home school for the remaining graduation requirements.
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The results will also inform how hundreds
of billions of dollars in federal funding
are allocated to more than 100 programs,
including Medicaid, Head Start, block grants
for community mental health services, and
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program, also known as SNAP.

P-TECH BUILD
comes to Cheektowaga
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State University of New York

Stay tuned for the middle school open house coming in March. This is an opportunity you will not
want to miss.

Three Board Musicians
of Education Perform at UB
Seats Open
Cheektowaga Central School
District residents interested in
serving on the Board of Education
can obtain a nominating petition
in the District Office located in
the High School Building at 3600
Union Road between the hours
of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. There will be
three vacant at-large board seats
(5-year term) to be voted on at
the District’s annual budget vote
on May 19, 2020. Contact the
District Clerk at 686-3606 for more
information.

Kacy Dolan, middle school band
teacher, created a great experience
for our student musicians as they
performed with the UB Pep Band at
the Women’s Basketball game.
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On Time and
Ready at CCMS
Earns Warrior
Ways

Every other week at Cheektowaga Central
Middle School, the PTA runs a schoolwide
Warrior Way store for students to shop at
during their lunch period. They can purchase
items at the store using their Warrior Ways.
Students earn Warrior Ways for following the
5Bs (Be on time, ready, respectful, responsible,
safe), and it’s exciting to see their hard work pay off when they can buy items at the
store that they’re interested in. The schoolwide Warrior Way store sells special items
around the holidays and students can buy these items as gifts for their friends, family,
and teachers.

UPK Registration
Opens

Cheektowaga Central School District
will offer a full-day Universal Prekindergarten Program (UPK) for the
2020-2021 school year starting in
September (pending state funding). The
program is open to Cheektowaga Central District residents
whose children will be three or four years old on or before
Dec. 1, 2020. There will be a random draw lottery to select
the UPK students. Applications are also available on our
website, http://www.cheektowagak12.org/UPK.
The three-year old UPK program will be housed at Little
Angels Day Care Center, 2645 Harlem Rd., Cheektowaga,
NY 14225. The hours of operation are Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

The four-year old UPK program will be housed at two
locations: Union East Elementary School, 3550 Union Rd.,
Cheektowaga, Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. and Little Angels Day Care Center, 2645 Harlem Rd.,
Cheektowaga, Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The program will follow curriculum implementing the Pre-K
Common Core Standards taught by NYS certified teachers.
Bus transportation will be provided pending state funding.
Children must be three years of age by the start of the school
year to ride the bus. Children who are two but turn three
before the Dec. 1 deadline can still attend and may ride
the bus once they turn three. Parents are responsible for
transportation until their child turns three.

Properly
Citing
Research
at CCHS

High School students in Dawn
Preston’s College Success
class were using their phones
to answer questions using an
online learning platform where
teachers can create quizzes
in a game show style format.
Results of students’ answers
appear onscreen. Students had
just learned about citations
and becoming good citizens
who are ethical users of
information. Students had to
put the citation information to
use in their research on sleep
and stress in college.
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Random draw applications can be picked up at Union East
Elementary 3550 Union Rd. or in the Registration Office,
located in the High School building 3600 Union Rd. Please
return lottery applications to Audra Cyrulik. For more
information, contact Audra Cyrulik at 686-3616 or email
acyrulik@ccsd-k12.net.

Kindergarten
Registration
Information

New student registration for the 2020-2021 school year
is open. If your child will be five years of age by Dec. 1,
2020 and you live within the district, your child is eligible
to attend kindergarten within the Cheektowaga Central
Schools. Please call 686-3665 to schedule an appointment as
registration is done by appointment only. Please note current
students in the UPK program do not need to re-register.

A new online registration for new students entering grades K
– 12 in the 2020-2021 school year will open on May 1, 2020.
Please visit our website at that time for more information.
This summer we will offer open registration weeks for
grades K – 12 on July 13 – July 17, 2020 and August
3 – August 7, 2020. We strongly encourage you to take
advantage of the open registration dates and call now to
schedule your appointment.
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Partnering for STEAM
Kindness at
Field Trip
Union East
Each month, different grade levels at Union
East partner to work together on a kindness
activity. Fourth-graders in Kristin Yotter’s
class worked with the UPK students in
Teresa Argento’s class to create a project
remembering Dr. Martin Luther King’s wish
for all of us to be kind to one another.

Fourth-graders in Peggan Damiani
and Leslie Reeb’s classes hit the
road to travel down the I-90 to
Rochester to attend the Steamfest,
an interactive day of activities
devoted to technology, virtual
reality, engineering, making and
creating.

At Home with Languages

Students who study languages can be comfortable anywhere in the world. That’s the theme of the
National Foreign Language Week celebrated March 2-6. The middle and high school celebrate with
a variety of activities in their World Language classes with the theme of “With Languages You are
at Home Anywhere”. The week will include Spirit Day on March 4 at the high school, a popular
tradition where students can represent a favorite country.
Students who have qualified for entrance into the Société Honoraire de Français or the Sociedad
Honoraria Hispánica will be
inducted at a special ceremony
on Thursday, March 12 at
6:30 p.m. in the high school
auditorium. A reception will
follow in the cafeteria. Note, this
is a new date due to a conflict
with the High School musical.

Seniors Jade Rinaldo and Coby
Gayhart are pictured in front
of the World Language bulletin
board. This board contains
the names of all the students
eligible for membership into the
2020 World Language Honor
Societies. Jade and Coby are the first two students to be inducted into both the Société Honoraire de
Français and the Sociedad Honoraria Hispánica for their study of both French and Spanish.

Math Teachers Present at
Conference

Four Cheektowaga teachers presented at the Buffalo Focus on Mathematics conference at Canisius
College. Representing Union East was Donna Lillis who spoke on Developing a Deeper Number
Sense. Jessica McGill, a Cheektowaga Middle School math teacher, presented IM Engaged for Grade
7 accelerated students. High School math teachers, Brian Pane and Gerald Orgek, presented IM
Engaged in Algebra.
4
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Mimicking Nature to
Create Safe Bicycle Equipment

Using what they know about nature, first graders
at Union East put on their problem-solving caps to
design bicycle equipment that would protect a rider
from wind, rain, mud, hot temperatures and sun.
The students in Donna Lillis’s class were using the
process of biomimicry, where designs and products
are modeled on natural biological processes.

For the first-grade biomimicry challenge, students
designed bicycle equipment to protect against the
elements of weather. Copying an owl’s fur, flapping
from butterfly and bird wings, zebra patterns,
kangaroo sacks, and
turtles’ shells
continues to
increase our
observations and
questions about how
nature helps humans
solve problems.
Adrianna copied an owl’s fur to design soft bicycle shoes. Nolan
copied butterfly and bird wings to design a flapping bicycle part
that clips on to a strap on your shirt on summer days when it is
very hot temperatures. Lania copied a turtle’s shell to design elbow
pads to protect elbows from the wind, sun, rain and scrapes.
Students loved the similarities and differences in the biomimicry
diagrams and labels for the nature-inspired bicycle equipment.

Girls STEM Club
Challenges

Building a bridge with tongue depressors and
pipe cleaners that’s strong enough to hold a
pumpkin suspended between two desks is just
one of the challenges tackled by the middle
school STEM Girls Club.
Combining fun
activities with
visits from female
engineers and
college professors,
the STEM Girls
club focuses on
giving context to
science and math
concepts through
practical activities.
Two female engineers from Praxair visited
with a demonstration on liquid nitrogen.
Another visit was from a female professor
at Buffalo State College who taught the girls
about coding. Engineering challenges have
included the pumpkin bridge and designing
the longest paper chain with one sheet of
paper. Looking ahead, middle school teachers
Jessica McGill and Tricia Stonebraker, the
club leaders, will guide the girls through
analyzing the science and forensics left
behind at a mock crime scene.

Modified Swim Raises $1,271
In just a week and a half, the boys and girls
modified swim team raised $1,271 for Roswell
Park Cancer Institute. Through a Caps Against
Cancer fundraiser, the swimmers collected
$1 and supporters signed their swim caps. All
proceeds will assist middle-school aged kids
receiving cancer treatment.

“I knew this was a special team throughout the
season when opposing coaches and parents came
up to me to tell me what great sportsmanship
the kids have and how kind they were to other
athletes,” said Jill Orlowski who coaches the team with Krystal Smith.
Cheektowaga Central School District - Community Connection Newsletter - March 2020

5

Earning Cool
School Status
Again at the
Polar Plunge

Cheektowaga’s unified athletes earned the
2019 Cool
School
challenge at
the Special
Olympics
Polar Plunge
for the second
year in a row.
More than
50 athletes
and staff
raised $6,420
and took the
plunge into
icy cold water in
December.

Amy Zelasko and
Maddy Walczak
earned an additional
award, the Polar
Plunge Hard Hat award, for combining their
efforts to raise over $2,300.
In 2018 the unified athletes won the 2018
Cool School by raising $4,392. In 2017 the
first year the unified athletes participated,
they raised $2,604.

Jill Orlowski Wins State VFW Award
Jill Orlowski’s patriotism and respect for the military is evident from the
many ways she weaves citizenship topics into her lessons and projects.

“I think ELA is the perfect platform for the activities I do,” said Mrs.
Orlowski, an eighth-grade English teacher at Cheektowaga Middle School.
“I grew up with a lot of veterans in my family and a sense of pride in country
was always promoted in my family so when I began teaching, I always
incorporated the lesson to let you know about patriotism and read stories
about war heroes. I think it’s very important for kids to recognize that people
fought and are still fighting to protect every single freedom that we have and
we should be grateful.”

But it’s a combination of what she does in the classroom and outside of the classroom that has earned
her some special recognition from the Veterans of Foreign Wars program department.
Mrs. Orlowski won the New York State Smart/Maher VFW National Citizen Education Teacher
award. So far she has won at the local, regional and now, the state level. The win puts her in the
running for national level recognition.

Nominated by special education teacher Brenda Christopher who co-teaches with Mrs. Orlowski, the
VFW award identifies and recognizes America’s best educators who instill a sense of national pride
in students.

“I have had the pleasure to work directly with Mrs. Jillian Orlowski, an 8th grade ELA teacher within
the Cheektowaga Central School District. Jill’s love for her country and respect for our veterans is
immeasurable,” wrote Mrs. Christopher in her nomination form.
• For more than 15 years, Mrs. Orlowski has organized a three-day eighth grade class trip to
Washington, D.C. Traveling by bus from Buffalo to D.C., the group tours all the monuments, the
Capital Building, some museums and Arlington Cemetery. She serves as a tour guide to explain
the history behind each of the sites, the people for which they honor, and the sacrifices made by
the heroes in Arlington.
• Mrs. Orlowski and her husband run in the Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, D.C. each year.
After they complete the marathon, they send their medals to the families of the soldiers they each
represented. She shares her experience with her students and rarely is there a dry eye in the room
when she’s finished.
• December of 2019 marked the fourth year that Mrs. Orlowski and her family made the trip to
Arlington Cemetery to participate in The Wreaths Across America ceremony and volunteer to
help place 4,000 wreaths on the graves of our national heroes. This experience is shared with her
students as well. She recruits students and their families, as well as district employees, to volunteer
and pay respect to fallen soldiers. This year a group of district employees helped her run two semitrucks to hand out wreathes in the cemetery.
• She invites veterans into her classroom several times during the school year to share their
experiences with her students. She organizes a veterans’ breakfast in November and encourages
her students to bring a family veteran in to be honored.
• Each Valentine’s Day, her students make personal cards to be sent overseas as well as shared with
local veterans.
• After assisting her students in their research of local veterans who sacrificed their lives in battle,
Mrs. Orlowski started the James A. Grifasi Memorial Scholarship, a local scholarship at Kenmore
East High School where Grifasi graduated. Mrs. Orlowski’s students judged the essays. They
also held a kick ball tournament to raise money for the scholarship. She donated the $300 from
winning the local VFW award to the scholarship.
If she is selected for the award at the National level, she would receive an all-expenses-paid trip
to attend a VFW conference to receive the award. She would also receive a $1,000 award for
professional development expenses and a $1,000 award for her school. She would also receive a
plaque for herself and for the building.
VFW annually recognizes the nation’s top classroom elementary, junior high and high school
teachers who teach citizenship education topics regularly and promote America’s history and
traditions effectively.

Based on the nominees submitted, VFW local chapters, called Posts, will recognize one outstanding
teacher in grades K-5, 6-8 and 9-12. Posts then submit these winners’ names and required documents
to their District-level judging, who will forward their winners to the Department (or state)
level. After judging, each Department then forwards the entries of its winners to VFW National
Headquarters for consideration in the national awards contest.
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Cheektowaga CSD Named a
National Banner Unified
Champion School

When the unified basketball and bowling teams from Cheektowaga Central School District compete
this year, they will have brand-new uniforms to wear and bragging rights on being named one of the
state’s first ever National Banner Unified Champion Schools.
Cheektowaga Central School District was
named one of New York State’s firstever National Banner Unified Champion
Schools for its development of a unified
sports program that includes a bowling,
basketball and volleyball team.

Cheektowaga joins Guilderland, Iroquois
and Niagara Falls in earning the distinction,
made by Special Olympics North America,
marking the highest level of achievement
within the Unified Sports movement.

Senior Chaleia
Boyd Earns
Villa Maria
Scholarship

For 10 years, Villa Maria College has given
Cheektowaga students the opportunity to
display student artwork in their Paul William
Beltz Family Art Gallery for our District
Art Exhibit. The January exhibit included
drawings, paintings, and mixed-media pieces
of two and three-dimensional work from
kindergarten to seniors. Senior Chaleia Boyd
won Best of Show and received a scholarship
to attend Villa Maria College.

Unified sports pair students with and
without intellectual disabilities playing
on the same team. Cheektowaga offers
bowling during the winter season,
basketball during the spring season and
piloted an extramural volleyball team last
fall.
But the impact on the student-athletes
extends beyond the gymnasium courts
and local bowling alleys into the school
hallways and the community.

“Unified Sports has had a tremendous
positive impact on everyone involved with
this program. Our hallways have definitely changed in such a positive way as we continue to include
all of our students in meaningful events throughout our school year,” said Brian Hickson, Athletic
Director/Dean of Students, Cheektowaga Central School District.

Brian Pane, Cheektowaga Central School District Unified Sports coordinator and coach of the
bowling team, shares an example. He said the joy and the huge smile on one player’s face when they
gave him his game day warmup was incredible. “He went to the bathroom and put it on right away.
His mom was crying, she said to me you have no idea what we have done for her and her son. We
made something happen that was unimaginable for her. This is what Unified sports is all about,” said
Pane.
This winter marks the third season for the unified bowling team.

Andy Sedor coaches basketball which had 27 participants last spring. “It was the first year that we
were able to play five athletes on the court for an entire quarter in three consecutive games. It was
the first year we scored 74 points in a game and the first year we won first place in our division for
the Unified Basketball tournament,” said Sedor. The unified team was also part of a Spectrum News Buffalo Bills venture to name an Athlete/Partner of the Week and a Coach of the Week.

On unified teams, there are leadership opportunities for the student partners on the team to assist with
coaching, overseeing the athletes, as well as partnering with them during games.

Last year unified volleyball was offered as an extramural program with Iroquois High School and
drew 20 participants. In the fall it was piloted as a extramural unified team with Iroquois and Starpoint
High Schools.
“Our participating staff members provide a platform for us to be united as one group for a common
cause of inclusion for all. Coach Pane and Coach Sedor and many others behind the scenes work
tirelessly to continue to provide a nurturing atmosphere that puts a smile on everyone’s face.
Congratulations to everyone who puts in the time for such a noble cause,” said Hickson.
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District Art
Exhibit Runs
Until April 22
at Reinstein
Library

Artwork from students
in grades k-12 will be on
display at the district art
exhibit at the Anna M.
Reinstein Memorial Library until April 22.
The library, located at 2580 Harlem Road in
Cheektowaga, is open daily except Friday and
Sunday. Call for hours, (716) 892-8089.
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Warrior Athletics
Updates –
Fall & Winter

Girls Indoor Track Ran
a Great Season

• Girls varsity volleyball led the way by
posting their best season in the history
of girls volleyball at Cheektowaga
Central with a record of 19-2. The
team was crowned ECIC Division
3 champions for the first time since
2011. They lost their first league
match in early September and slowly
built momentum, not losing another
league game until they faced Olean in Selected to the Section VI Fall ALL
WNY Academic Team are volleyball
the Section VI finals. They won the
Alisiana Muscoreil
Section VI B-1 Championship, the first student-athletes
(left) and Ally Alvira (right) with
time in 42 years. Alisiana Muscoreil
volleyball coach Denee Hickson.
earned All ECIC 1st team and 2nd
team ALL WNY honors. Aaliyah Jones, Sara Domanowski and Jazmine
Gable were voted to the ECIC All Star team for Division III.

Congratulations to our Warrior coaching family of coach Richie
Bridenbaker, Ken McCracken, Tim Whelan and Stephanie Lombardo
for being recognized as Indoor Track “Coaches of the Year” as our Girls
Indoor Track team captured the Section VI Team Championship title
which marks a first in school history for the Girls Indoor Track program.
Our boys team finished in second place by only a few points to the five
school super combination from the Southern Tier.

• Varsity football won another Class B Division title marking the ninth
consecutive year that varsity football has won a Division or Sectional
title.

• Girls varsity swimmers had multiple personal best performances at
Sectionals as the 200 freestyle relay team of Haley Bellaus, Kaya Higley,
Jade Rinaldo, and Brianna Pham took two seconds off their time to post
a best time of the season and earn third in their heat.
• As the winter season winds up, boys varsity basketball team is sitting in
third place as they have won critical league games and lost a few with
just seconds to go as well. The JV team has won their last seven league
contests as they are building excellent team chemistry along the way.
Boys modified team has completed an undefeated season at 14-0.
• Boys and Girls bowling teams are currently competing at Sectionals
as a few bowlers are working hard to try and qualify for the NYS
Championships in Syracuse.
• Boys swimming and diving competitor Michael Fehr qualified for
Sectionals for diving.

• In indoor track Jayden DuBard qualified for Nationals for the weight
throw with a remarkable heave of 66’ 10.25”. He is ranked #1 in NYS
and also holds the school record with a throw of 58’ in the shot put.

College Letter of Intent

Alisiana Muscoreil, a standout on the volleyball court, signed her National
Letter of Intent to continue her volleyball career at Lemoyne College.

The Girls volleyball team earned a Section VI title.
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Teacher Earns National Board Certification
Brenda Christopher, a special education teacher, has earned National Board
Certification. Mrs. Christopher, a special education teacher who co-teaches
middle school ELA, spent hundreds of hours preparing for this educational
milestone. She is one of 97 teachers in New York State who has achieved the
2019 National Board Certification.

Towers and Chemical Reactions
in Fifth-Grade Science
Fifth-graders in Pamela Musialowski’s class studied engineering design during a science unit.
Then they had to take what they learned and put it into practice. Students were introduced to the
engineering design process and then completed a challenge to see which group could use paper to
build the tallest tower. In a unit on matter, students combined chemicals to look for signs of a
chemical reaction.
Fourth-graders in Leslie Reeb’s classroom are coding
ozobots to travel on a path.

Cheektowaga Central High School National Honor
Society members held its annual Union East sitting night
in December so parents could do holiday errands.
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100 Days of Kindness at Union East

Establish procedures that
clarify expectations &
enhance learning

Vision
To inspire…

“It’s All About
The Learning”

CHEEKTOWAGA
CENTRAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT
Priorities

Develop a culture of
thinking & learning

Board of Education
Renee M. Wilson, President
Heather E. DuBard, Vice President
Carol Kiripolsky, Trustee
Thomas Raczka, Trustee
Edward W. Schaefer, Trustee
Matthew A. Weigand, Trustee

1. Learning
2. The Whole Child
3. 21st Century Skills

Superintendent of Schools
Mary Morris
MMorris@ccsd-k12.net
Newsletter Editors
Mary Morris, Superintendent of Schools
MMorris@ccsd-k12.net
www.cheektowagak12.org

Build meaningful
relationships with staff,
students and community to
promote learning

Mission
To inspire a high level of
learning for all students

Motivate staff and students
to do their best work &
inspire the love of learning

District Offices
3600 Union Road
Cheektowaga, NY 14225
716.686.3606
Registration Office
716.686.3665
sweinholtz@ccsd-k12.net

School Board meetings are generally held the second Tuesday of the month at the District Office, 3600 Union Road, Cheektowaga, at 7 p.m.
Those planning on attending are encouraged to verify meeting date and time by calling 686-3606.

